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SECOND-GENERATION ITALIAN

Born in Italy to immigrant parents
OR

At least one immigrant parent, 
whether born abroad or in Italy  

M. Ambrosini, Sociologia delle migrazioni, Il Mulino, Bologna 2005



MINOR REVOLUTION IN AFRO-
DESCENDANTS’ REPRESENTATIONS

• 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, 
exoticized stereotypes (Lola Falana, Zeudi Araya etc.)

• 2010s, 
less stereotypical, more complex and nuanced (Tezeta 
Abraham, Ester Elisha, Coco Rebecca Edogamhe etc.) 



June 15, 2017 

• JUS SOLI – JUS CULTURAE

• reverse trend in political and media communication

• “differential inclusion”: secondary "visual citizenship”, compromises

• traces of colonial archive 

L. De Franceschi, «Cittadinanza e narrazioni audiovisive in Italia. Istruzioni per un’inclusione differenziale», In Cinema e identità italiana, 2019



INCREASE IN
 AFRO-DESCENDANT 

ACTORS

Resistance as the continuous deployment of labor practices and 
openings of possibilities in the cultural sphere
(Stuart Hall, Cultural Studies 1983: A Theoretical History) 

ACTING LABOR
Afro-descendant actors and actresses are striving to give voice to 
this idea of resistance

Operational conditions 

Casting/Roles 

Access to film schools

Self-branding practices





SOCIAL MEDIA (INSTAGRAM)



SELF-BRANDING
CROSS-ANALYSIS

• social media 

• magazine 

• podcast 

• events



«ACTOR-ACTIVISM»

• overlap between acting career and activism 
• Acting practices linked to cultural identity 
• promoting afro-descendant culture 
• advocating for space and visibility for the afro-descendant heritage within 

the audiovisual industry
• self-branding as an act of militancy



THE BODY

• ACTIVISM EXERCISED 
THROUGH BODY

• HAIR AND SKIN
• Hair as “the most 

visible stigmata of 
blackness, second 
only to skin” 
Kobena Mercer, 
2000



HISTORY AND SOCIAL 
INJUSTICE

• celebrating figures of the 
African Diaspora
• denouncing social 

injustices
• promoting political causes



FRONTLINE ACTORS

• street activism
• Social demonstration, 

Festival
• «entertainment activism»
• Podcast, Live Show



TEZETA ABRAHAM 



BLEC EVENT
(BY ANTONIO 

DIKELE DISTEFANO)



CASTING

• TYPE CASTING: «the distribution of roles based on the physiognomic 
characteristics of the actors» (F. Pitassio, Attore/Divo, Il Castoro, Milano 2003, 
p. 52.)

• 2010s/2020s positive trend: Afro-descedants in «italian» roles
• Afro-descendant actors are often called upon to make careful choices about the 

roles they audition for, striving to avoid the usual stereotypes. 









ACADEMIC TRAINING

HAROUN FALL ESTER ELISHA
• Paolo Grassi Drama School 

(Milan)
• Centro Sperimentale di 

Cinematografia (Rome



“

”

L. De Franceschi, «L’attorialità come luogo di lotta», In Lo schermo e 
lo spettro, 2017

Fino a quando in Italia non si formerà uno star system 
afrodiscendente, e quindi diventerà conveniente 
anche per i produttori puntare sul valore aggiunto dei 
performer africani di nascita od origine, le loro 
condizioni di lavoro non cambieranno, e questo 
difficilmente si realizzerà senza un’acquisizione di 
consapevolezza anche politica da parte anzitutto del 
pubblico italiano di origini africane e senza la 
parallela crescita di una generazione di autrici e 
autori (registi e sceneggiatori) afrodiscendenti. 


